Jess Smith

It was early 1982 and we were with my father at death's
door... I made a silent promise: to discover as much information about
Scottish Travellers as it was possible to find, and write a book, a simple, easy
to read book.
Yet as I walked away from the hospital as the lined sheet was being pulled
across his face I knew there was no way I could write as much as a goodbye
note, let alone a book in memory of that good man, my father, Charles Riley.
Twenty years later not only have I written his promised book 'The Way of the
Wanderers' but I have also penned an autobiography trilogy, a story book and
a novel It has taken many years of research; trawling through piles of
documents, linking Celtic and Gaelic legends, reaching back into my childhood
of nights at campfires listening to the Shanechies re-tell the old tales of the
Travelling people so that they should never die but live on as part of
Scotland's oldest culture. Finding the cultural time-line has been an almost
impossible task. Orally we existed, but in the wide world we were erroneously
written about. So it gives me great joy to know I broke the barrier of academia
to discover our history and tell the truth.

Seoras Macpherson's stories come from family traditions passed
down through many generations in Skye and Argyll. These include stories of
the epic heroes Fionn and Cuchullin, tales of giants and fairies, water horses
and the seal people. He has also gathered many legends and historical stories
about the early Saints, the Jacobites, the Clearances and the two World Wars.
Seoras MacPherson tells his stories in a poised, but natural way, allowing the
mood of the story, whether it is either sad, humorous or mysterious, to lead
the audience. He is at home in schools, community centres, ceilidhs and at
festivals, and is an enthusiastic contributor to workshops, conferences and
publications on many Highland topics.
He works regularly with older people in Resource Centres and other venues,
with blind and visually impaired people, and with disadvantaged children at
the Columba 1400 project. Seoras tells stories on the sites where the stories
occurred whether on hill or moor, by sea, river or loch, continuing an ancient
tradition of Celtic storytelling.
Seoras Macpherson is a founder member of the Scottish Storytelling Forum.
He features regularly in storytelling events at home and overseas and
administers the Isle of Skye Storytelling Festival.
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